ChATs Meeting Minutes
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Board members in attendance:

Andrea Kelly

Lt. Jon Clark

Gary Bissig
Tony Trotter

Kevin Dick

Kevin Winters

Thank you to Lt. Clark for the tour of the new Police facility.  

Department Updates:

Police Department – Lt. Jon Clark

Police reported an incident of underage drinking while on detail at the Hatboro-Horsham High School Winter Ball.  The Town Watch program was thanked by the District for their presence.

A homicide in the Township occurred during the blizzard.  Was an isolated incident.

Theft from vehicles remains the #1 crime in the area.

Warned attendees of a new social networking site for the over 18 population – ZOOSK.  Public is asked to monitor closely if your children are using this site.

The 14th Citizen’s Police Academy will meet Wednesday evenings, March 17th through May 19th.  Classes run from 7:00pm-9:30pm and are held in the Horsham Community Center.  Applications are online at http://www.horsham.org/departments/police/citizens-police-academy.aspx .
 Webpage  - Kevin Winters
Nothing new to report.
Thank you for the Horsham Happenings website and Facebook updates.  Tools are being used to inform residents of upcoming events, activities and to share important safety information.
Neighborhood Watch - Tony Trotter
Another group being organized for the Butternut neighborhood.  More members are needed for school district details.
Advised that the patrol persons continue to find vehicle left unlocked in driveways.  We are reminded to lock homes and vehicles even in the winter months.

Fire / Emergency Management – Gary Bissig/Mike Delucia
There were 2 significant fires in the Township.  Wynmere Dr fire had significant property loss and a family pet perished.  Fire caused by unattended candle.  Twin home on Church Rd has no determined cause of fire.
Mike reported that 2 new firetrucks were purchased in recent months.  Asked that we clear snow from our hydrants and report any damaged hydrants to the Fire Dept immediately.

Public Works praised for their snow removal efforts during the recent storms.

Residential Services – Andrea Kelly
Welcome to new coordinator Sharon Bleiler representing Valley View Estates and Mike Delucia of Wynmere Dr.  
Horsham Day, Saturday June 5th 
Volunteers will be needed to staff information booth.

Tree Planting Project, date TBD

Kevin Dick updated the group on the 2nd annual planting project.  Ninety trees will be planted in the area near the Blair Mill Apartments as the result of a public grant.  Volunteers will be needed for the effort.  Date expected to be end-of-April.

Coordinator Roundtable:
Tina Opalisky (Squires Knoll) brought up the issue of “rolling stops” at the corner of Herald Dr.  
Corrugated signs were suggested and artwork will be submitted for approval by Dept.
The issue of cars pulling up alongside school bus while students are boarding was raised.  Presents a hazard to students.  Bus driver may be notified.  If problem persists, officer will be stationed at stop to deter behavior of drivers. 
Several dog attacks were reported at the meeting.  Suggested reporting to SPCA or State Dog Officer.
Sharon Bleiler (Valley View) raised the question of the use of ATVs and dirt bikes.  These vehicles are only allowed on private property in Horsham Twp.



June Lane (Balmoral Dr) raised the concern of bicycle clubs creating unsafe driving conditions.  Kevin Winters to present the club with a letter of the concern.

Cathy Rafferty (Vision Homes) would like the streetlight at 920 Jenifer Rd repaired.  Request was made to Public Works for assistance.  

Request was made for “Child Crossing Sign” at intersection of Jenifer and Williamson.  The elementary bus stop is located there and presents a danger due to a blind curve for drivers.  Suggestion was made to contact Wayne Lankford with District Transportation to relocate bus stop.

Clarified the issue of snow removal around fire hydrants.  It is not the individual homeowner’s “responsibility” however, as a matter of public safety, hydrant should be cleared by residents promptly to aid firefighters in the event of an emergency.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.

